A valuable attempt to listen
and learn from the memories and
moments of fieldwork
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The most valuable reflection on one of the central concerns of
contemporary anthropology: to rehabilitate fieldwork as the
essential core of the discipline’s specificity. The contributors vividly
account how field immersion is always an arduous and delicate
undertaking and how for the same reason it cannot be substituted
by any expedient.
Philippe Ramirez
Directeur de I'UPR 299, Centre d'Etudes Himalayennes, CNRS, France

This remarkable volume brings together established as well as
junior scholars to remember and reflect upon their field experiences,
but what makes it truly fascinating is that it addresses South Asia
as a whole. We learn how the national, cultural, and bureaucratic
context in which fieldwork is conducted differs from country to
country; how anthropologists have negotiated their relationships
with their informants over time; how fieldwork can be carried out
under dangerous conditions; and how serendipitous encounters
generate new discoveries. This is a valuable addition to the range of
volumes in and on the “field”.
Nandini Sundar
Professor, Department of Sociology, Delhi School of Economics, and
recipient of The Infosys Prize 2010 for Social Sciences

VISV HLNOS NI Ydoman3aid

prgen

I by
?‘995 Sarit K. Chaudhurl Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri

- )
» www.sagepublications.com ” H"“ x
@SAGE Los Angeles + Lnngn . Ew Delhi * Singapore » Washingtan DC ‘

SAGE




Fieldwork in South Asia is a
valuable attempt to listen and
learn from the memories and
significant moments of fieldwork
done by anthropologists,
sociologists, and even historians
from South Asia. The essays
lead towards a deeper
understanding of concerns of
fieldwork located in various field
sites across South Asia without
assuming or applying fixed
normative rules for the whole
region. In the process, the
volume allows the reader to
have an option to locate or
relocate ethnographic or other
forms of texts in the context of
growing methodological contours
and dilemmas in the social
science.

Above all, this is a book about
relationships—multi-layered
relationships among people
encountered in the field, the
ethnographic relationship itself,
with all its personal raw edges,
and relationship with the land
and even non-human realms.
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